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THE LIFE OF THE SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.
they carried with them  from   Geneva   photographs   taken o* themselves   on   the   Exhibition grounds    immediately    aft'; the baloon had made its descent.    The Swami is seen there; with his smiling face.    Thus   passed   the   first  day at Gene\ crowded with joyous associations.
Geneva is a great bathing-resort, and on the lal itself there are spacious bath-houses, with the unusvi arrangement of the waters flowing through. Naturally t Swami was anxious to enjoy their refreshing pleasures. Twij: daring his short stay he availed himself of this opportunit)7. i visit to the Castle of Chillon ended a three clays' sojourn this historic city. It was originally intended to rema1 longer, but the programme was suddenly changed, and ner the travellers went to the far-famed retreat of Chamouni. some forty miles away. When they approached this pla< the grand spectacle of Mont Blanc opened up to view, prese, ting a vision which the Swami said he had not enjoyed eve amidst the Himalayas. He cried out, "This is really wor derful ! Here we are actually in the midst of the snow; In India the snows are so far distant. One walks for clav and days amidst the mountains to approach near then Then again, these are only as hills compared with thos mighty peaks that tower on the borders of Thibet. Ik this is beautiful ! Come ! let us make the ascent up Mot Blanc." His friends concurred, but when they reached t he-hotel, the guides told them that only .skilled mountaineer could attempt such a feat. This was a disappointment t the Swami, but as he gazecl through the telescope and sai the appallingly steep ascents, he granted that it was impracticable. However, he was bent on crossing- a glacier at a costs. Without this, he felt, that his vivit to Switzerlar would be incomplete. Fortunately the famous Mer-de-Glae was within easy approach. Accordingly several days later" one sees the party travelling on mules to the village whena the passage over the glacier is commenced. The actua expedition was not so pleasant as the Swami had anticipated He often found it difficult to keep his footing. Every noi